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1 
PROPOSAL for redreff ing foot 
Grievances which greatly a. 


feli the whole Nation. 


N every Seſſions of Parliament there 
are commonly ſome Laws explain d, 
OF} ſome repeal'd, and ſore new ones 
cenacted, by the Wiſdom of the Na- 
And this is very reaſonable in itſelf; for 
i Laws are found, upon Tryal, not to an- 
{wer the Deſign for which they were made, i. 
is highly reaſonable that they ſhould be eithe. 
.explain'd, or repeal'd, and, if need be, nev, 
ones ſubſtituted in their place, to produce thok 
good Effects for which all Laws-are, or ſhoule 
be made, which is the Good of Society, with. 
out any partial View to N N or a Iz 
"ny Tan or e ln rs | 
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AND hevalare Gl . am now to 2 
dhl lean towards no particular Party or Fac- 
tion, but, ſo far as Lam capable, is deſign d for 

the good of the whole Community: Which 
8.1 F B | includes 
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Church and Diſſenter, vg and Papiſt, 
&c. And which I humbly ſubmit to the ſupe- 
rior Judgment of our Rulers, and the Legiſla- 
ture; and which, if I am not prodigiouſly miſ- 
taken, if liſten'd to by thoſe, may fave the Lives 
of many Subjects which are now cut off, to the 
great Detriment of the Publick, as well as of 
private Families; which may clear our High- 
ways and Streets from Robberies, and prevent 
Shop-lifting, and more private Pilfering; which 
may greatly diminiſh the number of our Poor, 
ericreaſe the number of our Seamen, and, when 
there is a-juſt Occaſion, afford able Recruits for 
our Army; with ſeveral other —_— to the 
Publick. I 


Is theſe Ends be attain'd by theſe ] pes, 8. 
and what the Wiſdom of our Rulers may think 
proper to do in conſequence of them, this would 


aggrandize the Glory of the Britiſp Monarchy 


upon the ſolid Foundation of the Proſperity of 
the Subject, and would add a yearly Increaſe to 
their Number, Riches, and Safety, which is 


the S of a King and ane 


1 HAVE. no g nor e Views in 


this nnn 
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take amiſs my informing them of the Grie- 
vances which lie out of their road to know, 
until they are inform'd by thoſe who know, of 
feel them; nor my Propoſals for the Remedy of 
them, which proceeds from a hearty Diſpoſition 
of being uſeful and ſerviceable to the Publick.” 


To make all this good, and mer few wank 
as I can, I beg it may be conſider'd, what a 
multitude of Men and Women are put to death, 
or tranſported, yearly for ſeveral Crimes; every 
one of which, except Murtherers, may be made 
uſeful to the Publick, and yet they be ſuffi- 
ciently puniſh'd without being put to death. 
Let it alſo be confider'd, that every Pair of 
Hands in theſe Kingdoms, if rightly employ'd, 
are, by a juſt Computation, worth 50 /. a Year 
at leaſt, upon an average, to the Publick. 80 
that every Man or Woman who is executed is 
a loſs to the Nation of Sol. a a 


Luxx it alſo be conſider'd how little theſe 
Malefactors value plain Hanging or Tranſpor- 
tation; their Cry is, A. /bort Life and a merry, 
Hanging is an eaſy Death, We can't die 
| before gur Day, ſay they: thus making the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination ſubſervient to their 
Wickedneſ, So that the Fear of this eafy 

B 2 Death, 


. 
Death, of being Hang d, does not at all deter 
them from deſerving it. But at the ſame time 
theſe very People value Liber ty and Idleneſs, 
and have an averſion to Confinement and Hard- 
Labour: and therefore the Terrour of being con- 
find, and of being oblig d to work hard, would 
be infinitely more likely to reform them, both 
in the nature of the Puniſhment, and from the 
Duration of it, than either Hanging or Tranſ- 
portation, and therefore to be preferr'd. 


Fox which reaſon I propoſe, with humble 
Submiſſion to our Rulers, that ſtrong and ſub- 
ſtantial Work-houſes be built in convenient 
Places, and under good Regulation, in which 
they Who are guilty of ſeveral Crimes, for 
which, by the preſent Laws, they muſt either 
die, or be tranſported, may be confin ' d, and 
put to Hard-Labour, for a longer or ſhorter 
Term of Years, according to their Crimes, 
particularly ſuch as are now to be tranſported. 
But that all they who are guilty of ſuch Crimes, 
for which, by the preſent Laws, they muſt die, 
I think ſhould be confin'd for the whole courſe | 
of their Lives, excepting ſor Theft; and I think 
if they becontin'd and put to Hard-Labour, un- 


til they, have thereby earn'd as much. as will 


fully repay all thoſe whom they haye robb'd or 
ſloſen 
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ſtolen from, all that they have taken from them 
_ fourfold, beſides paying for their. own Main- 


tenance : this were far better than to put them 
to death, for it is juſt in itſelf, and more agree- 
able to the Laws of Gop, and therefore to be 


preferr'd. And when they are hanged they 
are very ſoon forgotten by their living Compa- 


nions; but when they are confin'd, and put to 
Hard-Labour for ſome Years, this would ſtrike 
a terrour in their Brethren, leſt they ſhould 
come to be in the ſame Situation. And I am 
fully perſuaded that their ſeeing one Man con- 


fin'd and oblig'd to work hard, will deter them 
more from ſuch Practices than the Hanging a 
Hundred of them; which affects them ſo little, 
. that they often ſteal and pick Pockets under the 
15 Gallows. ä 


I HAVE 4 things to object againſt 
Tranſportation; for although the changing of 
Death into Tranſportation in ſeveral Caſes was 


founded, I do verily believe, in Compaſſion, 
yet if thoſe who are now tranſported were to be 
 confin'd and put to Hard-Labour, it would more 
effectually reſtrain them from their evil Courſes. 
Tranſportation leſſens the number of ableworking 
Men and Women here at home; it debauches our 
- Colonies and Plantations; and in proceſs of ane 
| | may 
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may be the Occaſion, if not the Cauſe, of 
ſome very dangerous Conſequences to theſe 
Kingdoms, which I am unwilling to mention, 
leſt by naming them I ſhould ſuggeſt them, 
and thereby become acceſſary to . But 
farther, ſeveral of thoſe who © have been 
tranſported do return hither again before the 
time of their Baniſhment expires; and fo 
far from any Amendment are they, that they 
return without any Amendment at all, but 
with great Tmprovement in their Villany, 
which they preſently ſet about fo ſoon as they 
arrive, and commonly with more Art, Cun- 
ning, Adroitneſs, and with leſs fear of Pu- 
niſhment, being more hardened in Wicked- 
neſs than they -were before they were ſent 
abroad : for Newgate, which they call the 
College, produces many very apt Scholars in 
all the wicked Arts, and they greatly improve 


upon that Foundation when they are by law 
tranſported. | 


ANnoTHER Objection againſt Tranſporta- 
tion, when compared with Confinement and 
Hard-Labour, is, That our Colonies and Plan- 
tations have already drained us too much of 
our valuable Stock of Men, which is demon- 
ſtrably not for our Intereſt nor Profit; Spain 


47 

his fele this ſeverely, and therefore I humbly 
think, that the way to encourage our Colonic 
and Plantations is by protecting Trade, and 
prolifick enough there, and do encreaſe in Num- 
ber as faſt, to the full proportion there, as 
we do here. And the CGreoleans' in our 
Iflands, as well as the Children in our Planta- 
tions on the Continent of America, being Na- 
tives, have no Seaſonings, as they call them, 
which kill great numbers of our People who 
go from hence, to the great Loſs of theſe 
Kingdoms, and with ſmall or no Advantage 
to our Colonies and Plantations: which in- 
deed is owing full as much to the Irregularity 
of their living there, who have been wicked 
here, as to the Seaſonings themſelves, but ſtill 
we are Loſers by it. I think I have faid 
enough to ſhew that our well and com- 
paſſionately meant Tranſportations do not 
anſwer to the Advantage of the Publick as 
they were deſigned; and therefore, I think 
they ſhould be changed, for what is apparently 
more for the Intereſt of the Community, 
vchich I take Confinement and Hard-Labour to 


be. 


[ 


How- 


Death, and they rarely think what is to befall 
them after Death. But a ſharp lingering Death 


(8) 

 Howeves, although I am for ſaving the 
Lives of a great many, who, by the preſent 
Laws, muſt die or be tranſported, yet I am 
far from thinking that any real Murtherer 
ought to be ſpared upon any occaſion whatſo- 
ever, or have the Privilege of any Excambion 
for his Life, ſuch ſhould moſt certainly be 
put to death; for beſides: that it is highly juſt 
in itſelf that he who ſheds Man's Blood ſhould 
be cut off, for he who commits deſigned 
wilful Murther once, will never ſcruple to 
commit it again and again, tho every time he 
commits it with leſs Remorſe than before; 


and indeed it is a pity that plain Hanging is 
all that they are, by Law, to ſuffer, even if 


they have committed ſeveral Murthers. I 
therefore think the being broken upon the 


Wheel, as in other Countrys, ought to be 
their Puniſhment in fterrorem ; for they make 


nothing of being hanged, as being an eaſy 


is ſo abhorrent to Nature, that if any thing can, 
this would make them ſtand in awe of doing 
that which may make them liable to 3 a 


Death. 


ANY 
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Av this naturally en an Objection 


which is commonly made againſt putting 
Highwaymen, Robbers, and Foot- pads in Con- 
finement and to Hard-Labour; becauſe this 
would make them (fay ſome) firſt kill and then 
rob, when hanging is the only legal Puniſh- 
ment of Murther. This Objection has a good 
deal of force in it; but if Breaking upon the 
Wheel were to be made the juſt Puniſhment of 
Murther, the Objection is over; becauſe that 
he muſt be abandon'd to Wickedneſs who 
would commit Murther, when he muſt be ſure 
to be broken upon the Wheel for it, if diſc6- 
ver'd; and it is hardly to be imagin'd that, any 
Man, however regardleſs of Death, in the way 
of plain Hanging, would' prefer that terrible 
lingring painful Death to Life, though under 
Confinement and Hard-Labour; eſpecially after 
ſome few * of i it had fix'd the Idea of 


it. ; 8 * 


Tux 2 Work-houſes, in which s propoſe 
ſeveral ſorts of Malefactors, who are not guilty 


of Murther, to be confin'd, ſhould, in my Opi- 


nion, have proper Places in them for Raſping, 
as they have in Holland; for this would be more 
profitable to the Publick than dreſſing of Hemp, 
* if the * and * Men Ware 

to 
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to be employ d in it, as the Women and Boys 
might be in the other; and a Pump, ſuch as 
the Dutch have in their Raſping-houſes for the 
- Diſcipline of the Stubborn and Refractory, will 
be found very proper and neceſſary in the Work- 
houſes which I propoſe. It is no Diſparagement 
to learn from our Neighbours what we find has 
been uſeful to them to ſuppreſs Robberies, &c. 
now for many Years, and to advance the Inte- 
reſt of the Publick; and no People in the 
World are more famous for this than are the 


Dutch, and yet the very Foundation of their 
Government 1s Liberty. 


Muck will indeed depend upon the Vigi- 
lance and Fidelity of thoſ who are intruſted 
with the Care and Overſight of theſe Work- 
houſes, to make them effectual for the good 
Ends propoſed. And therefore as they ought to 
have hand ſome Sallaries allow'd them to encou- 
rage them, ſo they ought to be ſeverely puniſh'd 
for the Neglect of their Duty, for Partiality, and 
for taking of Bribes: and therefore the Puniſh- 
ment which I propoſe for them, when faulty, 
is that they be reduced to the ſame Confinement 
and Hard-Labour which thoſe who were com- 
mitted to their Care ſhould endure, and a pe- 
cuniary Fine to boot; becauſe they may be ho- 


"neſt 


, 
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neſt = faithful if they £4 but if they chuſe 


to be otherwiſe, they deſerve double Puniſh- 


ment for their Breach of Truſt, and for thereby 


diſappointing the Benefit deſign'd by the Legiſ- 
lature to the Publick. 5 


| Une their Care, 1 reppnk that all High- 
waymen and F oot-pads, who do not commit 
Murther, ſhould be put; and all Shop-lifcers, 
Pick-pockets, Cheats, Sharpers, Money-drop- 
pers, Horſe, Cow, Sheep, and Hog-Stealers, 
and all the under Fry and Gang of leſſer Ver- 


min of all forts, who may be made uſeful to 


the Publick; for ſuch Cattle being depriv'd of 


their Liberty, and oblig d to work hard, will | 


be a more effectual means of ſuppreſſing theſe 
Oppreſſors than all publick Executions. And 
by this means great Profit will ariſe to the Pub- 
lick by their Labour: And if, as I'propoſe, all 
they who have ſuffer'd by them, be honeſtly 
paid by their Labour what they have loſt by 
them, there would be bat a few Proſecutions 


neceſſary to what there now ſhould be; and 


then no neceſſary Proſecutions would be ſup- 
preſs d becauſe of the fear of Expences: ſince if 
Claims be juſtly founded, and clearly proved, 


the Injur' d are then ſure not to loſe by them. 


For 1 it ſcems hard as matters are at preſent, that 
C 2 7. the 


* 
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the Proſecutor muſt irretrievably loſe what was 
unjuſtly taken from him, and yet muſt be at a 
further loſs ſtill, by being obliged to proſecute 

the Perſon who did him the i injury. An honeſt 
Proſecutor is often a much greater Sufferer than 
a real Criminal; beſides many who are thus in- 
jur'd are ſo tender of Lives, that they are more 
willing to be Loſers than to proſecute any one to 
Death, even of theſe vile Fellows who deſerve 
it. And many are not able to afford what it 
will coſt them to do it. This emboldens ſuch 
Miſcreants to go on in their wicked way with- 


out fear of Puniſhment, and FOG Fay from 
juſt Proſecutions. | 


Ta xs Villains have erected themſelves into 

a diſtinct Society, and, by ſome Diſcoveries 
which have been made, are above thirty Thou- 
ſand in number, and have a publick Stock; and 
when once a Man he hn on amongſt 
them, if they offer toy leave them, they muſt 
expect to be murtheq'd, or if they make any 
Diſcoveries, they muſt die the Death: ſo that 
although they have not Jonat ban Wild at their 
Head, yet they keep up to their Rules, and 
pardon none who break them. Several of them 
get themſelves recommended as Servants in Fa- 
milies, merely to let in ſome of their Gang to 
rob 


rob the Houſes they are in; 6d e het 


tleman who keeps it now has too much Ho- 
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been let out of Newgore for this Purpoſe, but 
there is no Danger of that now, for the 


nour and Humanity to allow 1 it; nor was News 
gate ſo well regulated in all reſpects as it is now, 
under his Direction, in the Memory of Man. 


 ANoTHER Grieyance which I think needs 
Redreſs i is, the throwing People into Priſon who 
are known. to be inſolvent; every body knows 
that a Priſon pays no Debt: yet nevertheleſs 
thouſands of ſuch Inſolvents are thrown into 
Goals. One Conſequence of this is, that to a- 
void being thus lock d up, and to preſerve their 
Liberty, many do make their Eſcape into Fo- 
reign Countries, which is a great Los to the 
Publick; and by this means many excellent 
Mechanicks fly to other Countries for ſafety, 
where they teach Foreigners their Trades, and 
then they can, and do underſell our People, to 

the great Detriment of the Publick, and the 
impoveriſhing our own People at home; and 
when theſe Foreigners have learned theſe Trades, 


many of them come hither, and being uſed to 
live hard at home, they can eaſily underſell dur 
People; eſpecially that it is now the Humour 


* too many of our n _ Foreigners 


* rather 
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rather than our own Natives. A very remark- 
able Inſtance of this I know, in Sittler ſieldi, 
which was this: An Engliſh Weaver who un- 
derſtood his Trade very well, could not get his 
Bread by it, with all his Induſtry, until he 
made an Agreement with a French Weaver to 
put his Mark upon all that the Engliſh Weaver 
wrought; and then he came into good Buſineſs, 
and was able to live. Many more Inftances of 
this Nature can be given if it were neceſſary. 
By this means theſe Foreigners make Eſtates a- 
mongſt us, while our Natives muſt work as 
their Underlings, and pay them for the uſe of 
their Names to make their Goods fell. 


IT is however true, that mething } has been 
lately done by Parliament in favour of Inſol- 

_ vents, by allowing them a certain Maintenance 
from their oppreſſive Creditors while they keep 
them in Priſon, if the Debtors give up a juſt 
Account of all their Effects, and ſurrender them 
all to their Creditors. And I doubt not but the 
ſame Compaſſion and Publick Spirit which 
moved the Parliament to do this, will move 
| them to do more for the poor miſerable Debtors, 
1 when they find that theſe cruel Blood-ſuckers, 
being loaded with Revenge, do ſtill oppreſs 
them, and hinder them from being uſeful to 
the 


(15) 
the Publick, by confining them from being able 
to ſupport their Families by their Labour, 


AND as this Oppreſſion is owing generally to 
Attornies and the Underſtrappers of the Law, 
who encourage ſuch Oppreſſions, who create 
Feuds, Quarrels, Contentions, and unreaſonable 
Law-Suits, amongſt Neighbours, merely that 
they may fiſh in muddy Waters, to fill their 
Pockets, to make their Pot boil, and feed their 
Luxury: I hope the Legiſlature will ſeverely pu- 
niſh them. In order to which I propoſe, that 
all ſuch be made incapable of ever practiſing as 
Attornies any more, beiides ſuch a ary - 
Fine as their Crimes deſerve, and that they be 
impriſon'd for as long a time as they have pro- 
cured others to be ſo uſed: and I think they 
richly deſerve to be put to Hard-Labour during 
their Confinement until they repay thoſe they 
| have deluded and cheated four-fold, as well as 
Thicves who are Saints when compar'd with 
them. And if ever ſuch a Monſter ſhould ap- 
pear as a Judge, who will give countenance to 
the oppreſſive Goalers, plain Hanging is too eaſy 
a Death for him. The great King Alfred a 
famous N ęſi- Saxon King made, if I remember 
right, 41 or 42 Judges be put to Death in a 


ſhort time for Injuſtice; and throughout te 
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reſt of his long and glorious Reign, there was no 


ſuch thing as an unjuſt Judge in all his Domi- 
nions. He was a Father of his People, and by 
this piece of Severity he made all his Subjects 
happy. Theſe Attornies and Under are 
a Vermin it greatly imports the Nation to cor- 
rect and puniſh; for they are a Peſt to Society, 
they encourage Perjury, endeavour to corrupt 
Juries, they ruin Families, they ſpoil good 
Neighbourhood, they live by Oppreſſion, and 
have neither Religion nor Morals; and in ſhort 
they ace Emiſlaries of Satan, as very many have 
ſeverely felt: is it not then a pity that they 
ſhould have leave to multiply as do Bugs? 


ANOTHER thing which I humbly think re- 
quires the Attention of our Rulers, and which 
needs Redreſs is, the Trade of Pawn-broking, 
which is Uſury in its height, and none do ſuffer 
by it but the Poor, the Needy, and ſuch as ate 
in Diſtreſs. It encourages Theft; it is an old 
Saying, No Receiver, no Thief, I was once 
offer'd 20 per Cent. per Annum by a Pawn- 
broker, and this to be paid me in ſuch a man- 
ner, by the help of a roguiſh Attorney, as the 
Law could not reach me; but I did not accept 
of the Offer, elſe I ſhould, in my own Appre- 

henfion, been as guilty as the Man who offered 
as | it. 


(17 ) | 
it. I therefore propoſe," with Submiſſion to my 
Superiours, that this oppreſſive Trade be either 
totally ſuppreſſed, or ſo regulated, if poſlible, 
that the Poor and Needy may be effectually re- 
liev d from the Oppreſſion of theſe Harpies. I 
do believe that it will be a very difficult matter 
to bring this to bear; but I ſhall be ſorry to find 
that any Branch of Wickedneſs, which affects 
the Publick, is too hard for the Wiſdom, of the 
Nation to redreſs it. I hope this will never be 
the caſe, for ſeveral- greater Ts ties have 
been overcome by it. ys | 


Tur Caſe of Baſtards is another thing which 
ſeems to require the Redreſs of our Rulers: but 
I ſhall fay the leſs of this, becauſe ſeveral wor- 
thy Gentlemen- and good Patriots haye of late 
had their Caſe at heart, and endeavour to pro- 
mote the building and endowing Hoſpitals for 
them. If this were brought to bear, it would 
prevent many unnatural barbarous Murthers. 
And they may be made very uſeful to the Pub- 
lick both by Sea and Land. I have heard it 
objected that this Care of them would diſcou- 
rage lawfal Matrimony and encourage Vice, 
but in anſwer to this, when Men or Women 
are lewdly diſpoſed, I do not find that they al- 
low themſelves time to reaſon upon the Matter, 
D or 
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or to conſider Conſequences, but run head Jong 


to ſatisfy their brutiſh Appetites, without Fear 
or Wit. Lawful Matrimony ought moſt cer. 
tainly to be encouraged, and Whoredom diſ- 
the Good of Society; for many Families have 
been undone by it. It is a manifeſt Violation 
of the noble Rule of Doing as ww? would be done 
to. And therefore all lewd Houſes, and ſuch 
as are known by the Name of Night-houſes, 
ſhould be ſuppreſſed; and if the ſtanding Laws 
are found not to be ſtrong enough to do it, it 
is eaſy to make them ſtronger and more effec- 
tual by proper Puniſhments. And therefore I 
propoſe that all concern'd in ſuch Houſes, and 
all known Whores and Street-Walkers, as they 
are call'd, ſhould be confin'd in Work-houſes, 

and be put to Hard-Labour and low Diet, un- 
fil they be ſufficiently cool'd, and A to 90 
Tod according as they work. 


' IT ͤ were alfo to be wiſh'd that our Rulers 
would take the growing Sin of Sodomy into 
their Conſideration, by procuring ſuch Laws to 
be enacted as would make it not ſo difficult; as 
how it is, to get them convicted and puniſhed. 
And, a t the fame time, to prevent falſe Accu- 

ſutions of the Innocent, in this Caſe I think 


1 0 
the Lem Nulionis would be very juſt, that whos 
ſbever for Malice, Revenge, or for to extart 
Money, or for any other Cauſe, takes a falſe 
Oath. againſt any Man, as guilty of this unna- 
tural Sinz ſhall be obliged to ſuffer the fame 
fer. I do believe that this wenkd effectually 
diſcourage ſuch falſe Informations. And it is 
a pity that even an Attempt of this Nature 
ſhould eſcape unpuniſh'd: I therefore propoſe 
that the Puniſhment of ſuch an Attempt ſhould 
be the Loſs of Liberty, and Hard-Labour, 
With a low Diet for a certain time to be fix d 
by Law. EGG Tg 


| Tur Dutch Mond this Aberalannicn had 
got footing- amongſt them, and therefore they 
made ſhort work of it, by putting all whom 
they found guilty of it to death. An Acquain- 
tance of mine told me that he ſaw twenty-two 
Men executed in one Day at one Place for this 
Crime, to the Honour of that wie People; and 
they put an effectual ſtop to this growing 
 Wickednefs, by ſhowing no Favour nor Par- 
tiality to the Guilty, of what Rank or Degree 
Men, who were accuſed by their own -Con- + 
—_ CITY 
Re di- 
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diſcover'd, to make their. Eſcape from the Juf- 
tice of their own Country, and to take ſanctuary 
here amongſt us; but they dare not for their 
Lives return to Holland again, where neither 
their Wealth nor Intereſt can protect them, but 
here they are ſafe, the more is the pity. 


Raps are not ſo common here as in ſome 
other Countries, yet when- they happen, they 


© who\are-guilty find it eaſy to eſcape the Puniſh- 


ment which is appointed by Law for that Crime. 
I therefore propoſe that the truly Guilty ſhould 
be confin'd, and put to Hard-Labour, and a 
cool Diet for the whole Courſe of their Lives: 
and this need not be thought a Hardſhip, fince 
it is eaſy to avoid it if one pleaſes. And in this 
Caſe alſo, I propoſe that all who ſwear falſely 
againſt any Man as guilty of a Rape, ſhall have 
the Lex Jalionis inflicted, as above in the Caſe 
of Sodomy. | 


ANOTHER great Grievance is the Corruption 
of the Overſeers of the Poor, and the Church-" 
Wardens, in almoſt all the Pariſhes, not only 
of this great City of London, but all over Eng- 
land. There is a great deal of Money collected 
every where for the Poor; as I have been told, 
upwards of two e thouſand Pounds a 

i | Year, 
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Year, which would maintain more than double 
the number of our real Poor, if duly applied; 
but it is ſo unfaithfully diſtributed by the un- 
merciful Overſeers, that the real Poor are ſtarvd, 
and the Overſeers guttle the Poor's Money in 
Taverns, and enrich themſelves, which is a 
great Hardſhip upon all Houſe-keepers,. and yet 
the number of Beggars at our Doors is not leſ- 
ſen'd, even ſince the Erection of Work-houſes 
in ſeveral Pariſhes. I therefore propoſe, that 
if our Rulers think fit, a Law may be made, 
that no Overſeer of the Poor, nor no Church 
Marden, for they alſo are generally faulty, ſhall 
for the future be allow d any Conſideration from 
their Pariſhes for their Expences, when they 
meet upon Pariſh Affairs. But if their Pariſhes 
think fit, at the End of their Vear, when they 
have given in their Accounts, and that they are 
found to be juſt, to make them a ſuitable Pre- 
ſent for their Los of Time, and their Pains they 
have been at in their Year, they may; but {till 
not exceeding a certain Sum to be fix d: and at 
the fame time I propoſe that if they are found 
to have given in unjuſt or unfair Accounts, that 
they be obliged to refund double what they are 
found to have unjuſtly detain'd or ſquander'd, 
and to be impriſon'd until they pay it, or find 
ſufficient Bail to pay it in ſix Months, I know 


Art to a 
or blind, and who yet are very well able to 


to work or ſtarve, the younger Men of them 
may be uſeful at Sea. But the greateſt Objects 


who do not care to make their Caſe knows, 
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> Pariſh where one of the Bell-Ropes was 
broken, and the Pariſh-Officers met in a Tavern 
to determine whether they ſhould buy a new 
Rope or ſplice the old one, and it was deter- 
min'd to ſplice the old one; but the Pariſh had 
upwards of ſeven Pounds to pay for that Deter- 
mination, their Bill in the 'Tavern upon that 
Occafton amounting to that Sum. And in K. 


William's time a Gentleman offer'd him ten 


thouſand Pounds if he would give him an Act 

of Parliament, empowering him to call the Of- 
ficers of the Pariſh of St. Giles to account for 
twelve Years backwards, Upon which K. Wil. 
liam aſk'd, what ſhall you get by it? he an- 
ſwer' d, two thouſand Pounds; but the Pariſh 


found ways and means to prevent the * 


at a conſiderable — 


Tur W part of the Poor who beg 


in our Streets are not really in want, but lazy 


Cheats who live in Plenty, who have the 
ppear as if they were lame, or maim d, 


work : Theſe ought to be confined and made 


of Charity are poor Houſe-keepers, or Lodgers, 


who 


9 
who are induſtrious and willing to work, but 
are not able, with all their Pains, to fupport 
yoo mar ere tees eng N 


: * 


IAISO an that the Watch-men of en every 
ey be allowed to inſpect the Books of thoſe 
who colle& their Money for them from the 
Houſe-keepers, and that they may demand, and 
without anyExpence mayrecover whatiscolleGted 
for them, allowing ſome ſmall matter, as ſhall be 
thought ſufficient, to the Collectors for their 
Pains. This I propoſe becauſe, to my own 


_ certain knowledge, as well as by Information 


from others, theſe poor Men, who watch. for 
our Lives while we are aſleep, in all Weathers, 
Froſt, Snow, Rain, &c. do not receive near 
the ſum that is collected for them ; they rarely 
get above Six-pence for a Night's watching 
and if it were a Shilling, it makes but a poor 
amends for their being broke of their reſt, 
and if they have Families, as many of them 
have, cannot maintain them ; this is - barbarous 
Uſage, cruel and unjuſt, both to the poor 
WIE and alſo to the  Houſe-keepers, 


„0 ar m inne dns J propoſe, that no 
Man "ſhall be admitted to be a Watchman 
9 br 


"= who 
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who is under thirty Years of Age, nor above 
fifty five, nor to continue ſuch after ſixty: 
And if any Miſchief is committed within their 
reſpective Wards or Walks by their Conni- 
vance or Acceſſion, that they be puniſhid by 
Impriſonment and Hard-Labour for a oertain 
time, according to their Demerit ; and if 

they have Wives, or Children, or both, that 
what they earn while confined ſhall be given 
to them, after their neceſſary —— is 


firſt deducted. 


ANnoTHER Grievance, and I think a great 
one, is, that ſeveral are put into Mad-houſes, 
as they are called, without being mad, Wives 
put their Huſbands in them that they may enjoy 
their Gallants, and live without the Obſervation 
and Interfuption of their Huſbands; and Huſbands 
put their Wives in them, that they may enjoy 
their Whores, without Diſturbance from their 
Wives; Children put their Parents in them, 
that they may enjoy their. Eſtates before their 
time; Relations put their Kindred in them 
for wicked Purpoſes, Guardians to cheat their 
Pupils, Managers thoſe with whom they are 
entruſted either by Law or Choice, Inſtances 
of each of which I have known in my own 


time, and all this without Redreſs; ; I know 
of 


( as ) 
as who lived. at 


MW ragor, who was flattered by her roguich 


Apothecary into. the Management. of her For 
tune, and when he had fixed himſelf in her 
Opinion and did all her Buſineſs for her, he 
despyed her into a Mad-hoyſe not far from 
Landon on the Bank of the River Thames, 
where he took care that ſhe was fo ill uſed, 


that ſhe, after a while, was made really mad 


in good earneſt, and the Apothecary enjoy'd 


| her Fortune, and took care that no Relation gr 


Acquaintance of hers ſhould have acceſs to 


her, or viſit her. This I know to my own 


Knowledge, for I went along with a Lady of 
her Acquaintance, who was her Intimate, 
to ſee her, and we were denied Acceſs, and 
allowed to ſee her. Several other Inſtances I 
could give if it were neceſſary or proper, 
Therefore I propoſe that all who are anywiſe 
acceſſary to this barbarous, cruel, unjuſt 
Wickedneſs, whether directly or as Tools to 
them, and all ſuch as do receive any ſuch un- 
happy People into their Mad-houfes, ſhall be de- 
prived of their Liberty, and be put to Hard- 
Labour for double the time that they have kept 
ſuch in their Houſes, and pay a pecuniary | 


Fine to boot, n to the Nature of their 
Villany, 


- 
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Villany, and the Circumſtances of it; and that 
none ſhall be eſteemed mad, or uſed as ſuch, 
until their Caſe be publickly try'd by ſuch 
Judges as the Legiſlature ſhall appoint ; and 
that if they are by them found and determined 
to be truly mad, that then there ſhall be pub- 
-lick Notice given to their Relations (if any 
they have, elſe they ſhould be the Care of the 
Publick) to take care of them; which if after 
a ſufficient time allowed them they do not, 
that then the Judges ſhall appoint the Place 
or Places where, as well as the. Perſons to 
whoſe Care they ſhall be committed, under 
their Hands and Seals; which Perſons ſhall 
be obliged under a proper penalty, to give 
notice to theſe Judges every Halt-year how 
- theſe unfortunate People do, and this atteſted 
by three regular Phyficians of the College, if 
within the Bills of Mortality, or if in the 
Country by the beſt Phyſician in the Neigh- 
bourhood and the Miniſter of the Pariſh, and 
a Gentleman of note or a Juſtice of the Peace, 
that they may be accordingly continued or 
diſcharg'd. And that if any of their Relations be 
entruſted with the Care of them, they ſhall alſo 
be obliged half-yearly to bring the Accounts of 
of them to theſe Judges, as I propoſe others to 
do above, but with more ſevere Puniſhment 


leſs of it, becauſe 


(YH) 


if they do not uſe them well, beſides their 


not being any longer truſted with the Care of 
them ſince they have abuſed that Truſt, which 
is worſe in them chan others, W ay ag, 


lations. 


Axor HER thing which merits Redref 
is the Caſe bf our Seamen, but I need fay the 
every body knows that if 
they had the fame or as vote ey Encouragement 
as the French Seamen have, there would be 
no need of Preſſing to man our Navy, a Call 
by royal Proclamation would make them all 
come in great Numbers to man our Navy, 
whenever there is Occaſion without delay. 


If they were thus encouraged, they would never 


attempt to go into foreign Service, and they 


would be always ready at a Call; for they are 


Lovers of their Country and are willing to 
venture their Lives in the Defence of it, and 
the Honour of it againſt all Oppoſition, and no 
Seamen in the whole World can exceed them 
in Bravery and Activity, nothing but mere 
Neceſſity can oblige them to go into any foreign 
Service for their Bread; our Navy is the Glory, 
and, under Gop, the Walls of England, and 
when under a right Regulation protects our 
Trade, with which even our Kings are 

| E 2 ſup- 
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ſupported” in 4 ſuitable Grandeur, nor could 
our Nobility and Gentry make ſuch a Figure 
either at home of abroad as they do, if Trade 
be neglected or fall into decay; and I am of 
Opinion that he who adds fifty or a- hundred 
Thouſand Pounds to the Capital Stock of the Na- 
tion by fair Trading, whether he ſit behind the 
Counter or in a Warehouſe, deſerves bettet 
vf the Publick than ſome idle Drones who 
live upon the Labour and Induſtry of others, 
and never do one good Action for the Intereſt 
or Honour of their Country in the whole Courſe 
of their Lives, Theſe fair Traders, who. bring 
Wealth to their Country, are certainly much ta 
be preferred to ſharping Attorneys: however 
rich, who get their Eſtates by ſetting their 
Neighbours together. by the Ears, and in- 
volving them in Law-ſuits, &c. to the Ruin of 
many Families. And I alſo think that in this 
trading Country, the fair Trader who, with 
much Toil and many Hazards, brings Wealth 
to his Country by his Induſtry, has as good a 
Title to Honour, even that of the Peerage, as 
any other. But unleſs our Seamen be en- 
couraged, Trade cannot thrive, nor can the 
Nation be ſecured from the Invaſions of any 
Maritime Powers who have a mind to diſturb 


us; but all-this . 40 Obvious, that it needs 
TU not 


reigners whom. they employ, both for their Ca- 


(29) 


not be. enforced, with many Arguments; 1 
therefore leave it to the ſerious Conſideration 


of our Rulers and the Legiſlature, as being of 


mee, 1 
any vexurity of the Nation, - 


. eye 
of, and needs redreſs is, that many of our Qua- 
lity and Gentry of good Eſtates.do not care to 
employ our own Countrymen, neither as Tu- 
tors to their Sans, nor as Stewards of their Houſes 
or Eſtates, although they be as well, if not bet. 
ter. qualified for theſe Offices, than the Fo. 


pacity, Integrity and Fidelity, and other neceſ- 
fary Qualifications, There are many of our 


Gentlemen's Sons of good Families, but of low 


Fortunes, which have had good Education, and 
would be glad of ſach Employments, and yet 
they may Rarye, when a parcel of Foreigners, 
to us unknown, eſpecially French, ate thus 
employ'd; which is a hard Caſe, for they make 
Fortunes amongſt us by ways and means, and 
they are generally inſolent to our Natives who 


have the Misfartune to be under them. Many 
of our young Gentry think they cannot be well 


dreſs d, in a polite way, unleſs they have French 


, van nor our young Ladies without a French 


Waiting= 
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Waiting-maid, who! very often diſpoſe of them 
in Marriage before they are come to Years of 
Diſcretion, to judge or make a reaſonable Choice 
for themſelves; and unleſs their own innate Vir- 
tue put them upon their guard, theſe Gypſies 
would fell their Ladies to the higheſt Bidder, 
either for Matrimony, or for worſe : they 
give very bad Example to them whom they 
ferve, for they can no more live without an In- 
trigue than without Victuals. I therefore leave 
it to their Parents to conſider how proper it is 
to have ſuch Cattle about their own innocent 
and beautiful Daughters, whoſe chief Aim is 
to inftil Coquettry, Sc. into their Children. 
And every one may ſee with half an Eye, a 


whole train of bad Conſequences to the Publick 
from ſuch an Education, though I am unwill- 
ing to name them, And Young Maſter can 


profit as little by converfing with a French in- 


ſinuating Valet, as Miſs can do with her own, 


or her Mamma's French Hand-maid, who have 
each of them in their way been the Ruin of ſe- 


veral . 


IT were to be wifh'd that ſome ſenſible En- 
couragement were given by the Publick to the 
lower People, who happen to have many Chil- 


Ken in lawfut Matrimony. This is done in 
France, 


France, and tis a pity it is not done here, for 
it would prevent many obvious. Evils by which 
the Publick ſuffers at preſent. And then the 
common People would not avoid Marrying, as 
many do, for fear of having more Children than 
they know how to maintain. This is often the 
Caſe. And the young Men would not ſpend 
the Vigour of their Youth amongſt lewd Wo- 
men, to the great Diſadvantage of the Publick, 
and the fucceeding Generation, who, as they 
too frequently are the Product of Fathers worn 
out by Debauchery, cannot be ſo Strong, 
Healthful, and Vigorous,. as if they were the 
Children of young and ſtrong healthful Men. 
This I need not enforce, it is ſo obvious to every 
Man who will allow himſelf to think. 


W 454 * | 
Tu RE is nothing of more Conſequence to 
the Publick than the right Regulation of Schools 
wherein our Youth are educated. I wiſh this 
were more minded than it has been of late, for 
there are great Complaints made every where of 
a great Decay of right Diſcipline in them, and 
conſequently that the Youth are become very 
iminoral; and indeed there is a great Decay of 
Diſcipline even in my own time ſince I was at 
School. This certainly affects all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men in the Nation, from the Crown 
* down- 


(8) 
downwards; Peers, 'Commaneis, the Bench, 
and the Pulpit, Merchants, Mechanicks, Sc. 
are all affeſted by it. E is a lamentable 
thing then, that what is every body's Buſinek, 
at leaſt Concern, thould be no body's: it being 
then a Matter of the utmoſt Concern to the 
Publick, I with it may come under the Conſi- 
deration of our Rulers and the Legiſſature, that 
the Corruptions and Abuſes which have crept 
into the Schoals may be reform'd, proper Diſ- 
cipline reviv'd and re-<ftabliſh'd upon a right 
bottom, and proper Puniſhments inflicted upon 
the Refractory. I do not mean Whipping, that 
is proper only for very young ones, and ought to 
be done with great Judgment, Diſcretion, and 
Moderation, not in the heat of Paſlion, as is 
too common in ſeveral Schools, eſpecially in the 
Country. T cannot believe that a Boy who 
muſt have Learning beaten into his Poſteriars, 
will ever have a Head for Learning; and there- 
fore ſhonld be put to ſome other Buſineſs: but 


Immorality ought to be ſeverely-punith'd. One 
thing which would greatly contribute to the Re- 
formation of Schools is, chat the Maſters be well 
choſen, be Men of Spirit, and be ſuch as have 
the Spirit of Government as well as Learning, 

who are not cruel or tyrannieal: and it were 


well if a Maſter were always to be with them, 
when 
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When at their Diverſions as well as ir- School, as 
was the ſtated Cuſtom in ſome. ae beer 
Schools fine I can remember. N 


8 


* were r the 8 and Advantage of 
the Publick, if the Hardſhips of the Pains-taking 
Curates were conſider d, and they redreſs d. It 
ſeems hard that the Rector, Parſon, Vicar of a 
Pariſh, or the Impropriator ſhould enjoy a plen- 
tiful Living, and at the fame time that the Cu- 
rate has not ſuch a Competency allow'd him as 
can maintain him decently, even though he be 
not married, nor have Children, nor a Family, 
vbich many of them have; and yet they muſt 
perform all the Duties of the Pariſh: Preach, 
Chriſten, Marry, viſit the Sick, and, bury the 
Dead, without the Neceſſaries of Life; while 
the Impropriator Rector, Parſon, or Vicar . 
rides'in-his Coach or Chariot, hunts, &c. and 
gives himſelf no trouble, or very little, about 
thoſe Duties, for the Performance of which he 
enjoys this enty, but leaves all to the Curate, 
who may have Sic vos non vobis nell ficatis 
Apes. juſtly. applied, to him. Therefore I pro- | 
poſe, that when any Rector, Parſon, or Vicar 
will not do the Duty of the Pariſh himſelf, 
when it is performable by one Man, that then 


he: * obliged to make an N DiviGon of the 
F Income 
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Income of the Pariſh, and the Curate to have 
one half and he the other; but if he do what 
he may himſelf, and that yet a Curate is ne- 
thy, becauſe of the Largeneſs of the Pariſh 
and the number of the Inhabitants, that then 
the Curate have but a third Part of the whole. 
And as for the Lay-Impropriators, that they 
ſhall be obliged to divide the Living into two 
equal Shares, that the Curate or Vicar may have 
one half, together with the Surplice-F ww 
thoſe for Marriages and Funerals, whi 
very ſmall and inconfderable in the Country: 
and at the ſame time, that theſe 
ſhall be obliged. to find ſuch Vicars or Curates 
as will perform their Duty according to Ca- 
non and Law, at the Sight of the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſe, or loſe the Privilege of putting in any 
Vicar or Curate in the Place of thoſe who are 
© found to be deficient in their Duty; and that 


the Impropriators be obliged to take their Oath 
that they neither have, nor will make any * Si- 


moniacal Compact with any whom they do no- 
minate to be their Vicars or Curates, as ſhall 


alſo all ſuch as they do nominate. And if it can 
be legally proved that an Tmpropriator has made 
888 be hall forfeit the Income 
of 


* See Sir Simon Dare, Parſon's Counſellor, Londen 65 
Chap. V. P. 39, Oe. 
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of the Living for his Life; and if the Incum- 
bent be legally found to have made a Simo- 
niacal Contract with the Im 


propriator, directly / 
or indirectiy, he ſhall be depoſed and made in- 
capable .of any Cure in the Church while he 
lives. It is a fad thing to ſee the Revenues, 
which were ſolemnly dedicated to Gop by our 
pious Anceſtors, for the Service of his Church, 
ſquander d upon Whores, Dogs, and Horſes, 
&c, and the Souls. of thoſe, for the Care of 
whom theſe Revenues were dedicated, neglect- 
ed; as is the Caſe too often. In ſeyeral Pariſhes 
where both the great and ſmall Tythes are im- 
propriated, there are two or three thouſand 
Souls; ſo that when two or three Pariſhes are 
tack'd together, the Incumbent has nevertheleſs 
not five Pounds a Year; and in ſome Places not 
the half of that, particularly in Lincolnſhire, 
Wales, &c. for ſerving the Cure of all theſe 
united Pariſhes: and he muſt either ſhoot 
Wild-Fowl in the Fens, and do ſeveral other 
mean things, or ſtarve. No Man of Spirit or 
real Merit can be ſuppoſed to undertake ſuch a 
Charge of Souls, And if to better his outward 
Condition he is tempted to marry a caſt Abi- 
gail, or father a Child which another begot; I 


can never believe theſe to be good Qualifica- 
tions for the Miniſtry: and it were eaſy ta ſhew 
, that 
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that .the Publick receives great Damage * 
all ſuch l ngs. 


| Ang it were to be wiſh'd that the Fees of 
the Biſhop's Courts (as well as of ſome other 
Courts, which may be gueſsd at without con- 
Juring) were regulated for the fake of the lower 
Clergy as well as the Laity, for ſeveral People 
of low Subſtance loſe more by being engaged in 
Suits to defend or recover their Right and Pro- 
perty than they get by a Decree in their fa. 


your, beſides their Loſs of Time and N 228 
of. their Buſineſs, 


"Anorazs thing which ah for Redrek is 
„ Pluralities: I therefore propoſe, that no Cler- | 

gyman be allow'd two Livings, who has a Suf- 
ficiency in one to ſupport him with good Oe- 
conomy, and to keep him from Contempt, 
And I think it no difficult thing to find out a 
Scheme by which all the Clergy may each of 
them have a Competency without putting the 
Laity to the Expence of one Farthing more than 
what the Lay at preſent directs, which would 
alſo clear the Nation of Sacrilege, and be a Bar 
| againſt Fe, by a Fund which at the fame 
time 


+*P See Sir $imon * Parſon's Counſellor, thats 1 65. 
Chap. IV. p. 37, 38. 6 
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time would not leſſen the Income of any one | 
Clergyman now in Poſſeſſion ; and which would 
be fo far from leſſening the Intereſt of any Im- 
propriator, that they would all get by it. If 
this can be made good, which I am very ſure 
it can be, if the Legiſlature deſire it, it would 
be of great Service to the Publick, to Society, 
to the Community, to the Clergy, and to the 
Laity, They can never be expected to be good 
Subjects, or uſeful to Society, unleſs it be by 
meer Chance, who are bred up in Ignorance of 
all Morality, as well as Chriſtianity, in a Chri- 

ſtian Country, And when once Reyeal'd Re- 
ligion comes to be deſpiſed, neglected, or ſet 
aſide, Men may then commit Murther, Rob, 
Betray, Ge. without Fear or Reſtraint, for then 
they may fancy that Gop approyes or diſap- 
proves juſt as they have a mind; which can 
never be the Intereſt or Advantage of the Pub- 


lick, or of Society, 2 every one ſhould 
have 4 at heart, 


THERE are 80 great 3 made 
of the Abuſe of Excommunication: it ſeems 
hard, as matters now ſtand, that the Clergy 
have no other way to recover their Tythes, but 
by this; I therefore propoſe, that if the Wiſdom 
of the Nation think fit, a Law may be made 


by 
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| by which the Clergy may recover what i their 

due in ſome other way, and with a ſmall Ex- 
pence. For although ſome of them have good 
Livings, and can more eaſily and with leſs In- 
conveniency lay out ſome Money to ſecure ot 
recover what is their due by Law ; yet the far 
greater Part have ſo little to ſubſiſt upon, that 
it were a commendable Charity in our Rulers to 
free them from vexatious Law-Suits, which 
makes them leſs capable of doing their Duty in 
their reſpective Pariſhes, and alſo leſs eſteem d 
by thoſe under their Charge; and conſequently 
helps to put Morality out of countenance, which 
eee ee e eee e 


— is ads great Ge which 
richly deferves the Attention and Redreſs of the 
Legiſlature ;-which is, that this Kingdom in ge- 
neral, and this great City of London in particu- 
lar, ſwarms with Roman Miſſionaries, inſomuch 
that it can be eaſily proved that there are with- 
in the Bills of Mortality, at leaſt, double the 
number of Remi/h Prieſts, to what there are of 
regular Clergy of the Church of England en- 
dued with Benefices, Lecturers and Curates in- 


170 
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To make this good, let it be conſider d that 
all Foreign Arnbafadors, & che Rowan Com- 
munion, are allow d a Chapple each of them, 
and a certain determin'd Number of Prieſts to 
officiate in them, and they are obliged to give 
in the Narnes of all theſe licens'd Prieſts tothe 
Office of one of the Secretaries of State; this is 
very well and juſt: but let it be obſerv'd, and 
upon Tryal it will be found, that moſt of theſe 
Names are not the true Names of thoſe Prieſts, 
but are only travelling Names; and that one with 
another, there are at leaſt a dozen of Prieſts who 
take ſanctuary under each of theſe falſe Names, 
upon occaſion. Indeed a Blot is notreckon'd a 
Blot until it is hit; but when a Complaint is 
made of any Popiſn Prieſt, acting as ſuch againſt 
Law, any where out of theſe licens'd Chapels, 
he then is ſure to fave himſelf, and get off by 


aſſuming to himſelf one of the Natnes in the 
Secretary's Liſt, 1 't 


 Bes1DEs this, eB 
the Bills of Mortality which has not at leaſt one 
Popiſh' Prieſt in it, if there is but one-Popiſh 
Family of Note or Figure or Subſtance in it: 
and where there are more ſuch Families; Care 
is taken that the number of Prieſts ſhafl be en- 
creaſed accordingly ; where they are quarter'd 

either 
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either for Bed and Board, or where that canhot 
be afforded, for Lodging. And in ſome of tlie 
large Pariſhes, ſuch as St. Fames's, St. Martin's, 
St. Giles's, St. Andrew's, Covent-Garden, &c. 
there are a hundred Prieſts in each, one with 
another. This makes good what I alledge of 
the Number of theſe Miſſionaries. 


Ap they do appear in all Shapes, for Fae 
of them I have ſeen drefs'd out like fine Gen- 
tlemen, with fine Linnen, brocade Waiſtcoats, 
gold Buttons, ſilver-handled Swords, laced Hats, 
G&c. others appear like Tradeſmen, higher or 
lower, ſome as'meer common Mechanicks, in 
cCoarſe Linnen, &c. and mean Habits; while 
others cry things about the Streets, ſuch as Any 
Work for the Cooper, &c. and others are dreſs d 
like Quakers (particularly one as a Butcher) 
and by profeſſing themſelves ſuch, at laſt they 
are acknowledg'd as Men having the Spirit, as 
Gifted Brethren, and do hold forth amongſt 
them, where they run down all Forms, nay 
even the Pope himſelf, as Antichriſt: and o- 
thers of them find ways and means, at times, 
to preach in diſſenting Meeting-houſes, ſuch 
as Preſbyterian, Independent, Anabaptiſt, &c 
And I heartily wiſh I could honeſtly ſay, that 


none of them do. get into the Pulpits of the 
Church, 
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Chürch, nor into n lber and lower: 
ſeveral Inſtances of all this T have either known 
to my own Knowledge, or have been told by 
Gentlemen of Veracity, Reputation, and Gbdd 
Senſe, who can prove them by very creditable 
Witneſſes: And All this they do upon the 
Principle of Divide & Impera, Divide and Go- 
vern. 


Ix their chere they act their Part 
hicely well, ſometimes as Atheiſtical Rakes, or 
Deiſts, ſotnetimes as Arians or Socinians, and as 
Diſſenters of all Sorts, Sects and — 
with whom they Join to help to pull down the 
Church of England; in this they are all of them 
agreed, tho' not in what they would have fet up 
in its place. In ſhort, there are of theſe Miſſio- 
nar ies who aſſume the Characters of all the Sects 
and different Communions among us. 

Tx vs they delude a great many People and 
make Proſelytes to their Popery, and when 
they can't do this directly, yet by their Hypo- 
eriſy they undermine the Proteſtant Religion, 
cry down and diſparage our Reformation, 
and are inveterate Enemies to the Church ot 


England. 
G AND 
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Axp I am told that they are very buſy i in 
in the High-Lands of Scotland, where they 
ſet up to be Spies for thoſe who employ them, 


and who. will find at Long-Run that they are 


true to no Party but their own, and therefore 
it ſeems to be a Flaw in Politicks to truſt 
them. | W 


TH1s is a Matter of too great Conſequence 
to Religion and the Peace of the Nation and 
to Society, for me to propoſe a Remedy, for 
it requires the Wiſdom as well as the Power 
of the Legiſlature to put a ſtop to it, Vet with 
humble Submiſſion to our Rulers, I am of 
opinion that if all Popiſh Prieſts were, by Law, 
obliged to wear ſome particular diſtinguiſhing 


Badge, not in their Pockets nor concealed, 


but always apparently. viſible, under ſome ſevere 
Penalty; This would greatly leſſen the Num- 
ber of theſe buſy Emiſſaries of Rome, who 
are duly paid five pounds a piece for every 
Convert they make to their Church. I do 
not propoſe the Sediſb Remedy of Caſtration, 
but it is a pity that ſomething ſhould not be done 
effectually to ſend theſe Locuſts a packing 
from hence, who diſturb and debauch ſo many 
of our People, r can any Government 


which 


I 
8 
: 
( 
] 
; 
| 
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which is not of their Religion reaſonabl y ex- 
pect chat chey will be true to it who take upon 
them to transfer, if they be Engliſh, Scotch, or 
Tri/þ Men, their natural Allegiance to a foreign 
Power, which even in the times of Popery, 
went very ill down with our Anteſtors, with 
our Kings and Parliaments, as is evident from 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament made in thoſe Days, 
reſtraining or diſcharging ſeveral of the exor- 
bitant Powers then claimed by the Popes and 
thoſe under them. 


I SHALL mention but one Inſtance of ma- 
ny, and it is a very late one, to ſhew what 
Suceeſs theſe Miſſionaries have lately had; I. 
am credibly informed that when the Biſhop of 
Oxford got the Rectory of St. James's Pariſh, 
he, like a good Paſtor, viſited every ſingle 
Family in the whole Pariſh until he had gone 
round them all, and that then he found about 
fifteen hundred Proſelytes to Popery in it, who 
were made Converts to it from the time that 
Dr. Clark was firſt made Rector of it; his 

Lordſhip knows whether this be true or not. 


I SHALL conclude with this, that Popery 
has made a much greater Progreſs here within 
G 2 theſe 
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- theſe few Years, *. it did during the Reigns 
of King Charles II. and his Brother King 
James, be the Fault where i it will, and that 
they are now more daring than they have been 
till lately, ſince our Reformation ; for although 
they haye ever ſince conſecrated nominal Bi- 
ſhops to every particular Dioceſe of Treland, 
yet they never pretended to nominate Biſhops 
to our Sees in England, nor to any particular 
£ Diſtrict of it till yery lately, that they have 
cantoned the whole Kingdom, and fixed 
| Biſhops with Power of Diſcipline to each 
Canton, who don't act fo privately as formerly, 
but in a manner above board; and they have 
one Nunnery in Hammerſmith, another in 
Port, a third in Wincheſter, to my own 
Knowledge, where they educate all who 
go to them publickly, beſides ſeveral more 
| private Academies and Nurſeries of Educa- 
tion for thoſe of their Communion and: their 
Children : And even the Children of Pro- 
tetants of the lower Sort are taken into their 
Places of Education, eſpecially ſuch as are 
in Villages near London, where they are 
taught to read and write, either for nothing, 

. which is frequently the Caſe, or for a Trifle, 
| and there they : are tau ght the Popiſh Catechiſms 


and 
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and their Parents are glad. of the Occaſion, 
becauſe it faves them Money. And thus 


they lily ſteal and inſtill Popery into them 


without Obſervation ; and many young Men 


and young Women are ſent beyond Sea to 


| be bred up in Monaſteries, Nunneries and U- 


niverſities, by which very much Money goes 


out of thy Kingdom, 


THERE ig one great Grieyance more which 
I cannot forbear mentioning for the fake of 


the young Ladies of England, eſpecially ſuch 


as have beep bred in the Country, and whoſe 
Fortunes as well as their Perſons, are at their 
own Diſpoſal. It is that of Vi Fortune- 


Hunters ; upon which I beg leave to inſiſt 


more. largely than I have done upon any of 


the foregoing Articles, becauſe it is of very 
great Importance to every Family in the 


Nation. 


A GREAT deal depends upon the Ladies 
being duely informed of the State of the Caſe, 
and therefore Lavies, I addreſs my ſelf to 
you, with a real Deſign of doing you effectual 
Service, for I have a great honour for you, 
and Eſteem of you, as being the moſt beautiful, 

virtuous, 


— — p —— — ͤä.— 


ſign to of you and your Fortunes to raiſe 
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virtuous, ſenſible Women in the World, full 


of Humanity and Compaltion, Bountiful and 
Charitable to all proper Objects; and above all, 
you are very much diſpoſed to be religious. And 
although you have not the Grimaces of the 
Frejich, yet you have all the ſolid, moral, and 
ufeful Good-mmatihers to adorn you that Heart 
can with; and all this without Hypocriſy. To 

ou, Ladies, I therefore now write in full 
Freedom, being prompted by Zeal for your 
Service. 


I PRAY you then to conſider, that there are 


two or three Years of your Lives, in which you 


are in very great Danger of being impoſed upon 


by thoſe about you, whoſe only aim, or for 


the moſt part, is to make a Property of you, to 
enrich themſelves, though thereby they undo 
you. This time is when you come firſt out of 
the Nurfery, before you have been in, or ſeen 
what is called the World; when you have no 
Notion of the Deceitfulneſs, of the baſe Cun- 

ning, and covetous Deſigns of thoſe who may 
be, and too often are, about you. You are In- 
nocent, and do believe no body otherways, un- 
til you feel it by fatal Experience. They de- 


their 
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their own, without any Regard for you, and 
care not how miſerable they make you, pro- 
vided they can but enrich themſelves by your 
Ruin: for which End they leave no Stone un- 
tyrn'd to get into your good Graces, that they 
may the more eaſily and ſucceſsfully betray you. 


Wu theſe two or three Years are over, 
you'll then find that you are like a City beſieged, 
and that yau have great Occaſion to apply your 
innate Virtue and good Senſe to avoid the Flat- 
tery, and other Snares that are laid for you, and 
which inviron you, by pretended Friends and 
hypocritical Admirers. And I muſt fay, that 
conſidering your Youth, it is much for your 
Honour that fo fow.of you are cach d by theſe 
wicked Arts, 


ANOTHER thing I beg leave to premiſe is, 
that I am far from the leaſt Deſign of reflecting 
upon any Country, or upon any Man for his 
Country; and although what I am now about 
to fay concerning ſome Jiſb- men be juſt and 
true of ſeveral Individuals, yet I doubt not but 
there are as great Rogues in every Country as in 
Ireland, though from ſame accidental Speciali- 
ties more . to them, they happen at pre- 
| ſent 
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ſent to be more fiutnerous, and being neat us; 
came: over amongſt us in great Numbers, and 
commit thoſe things of which I complain ; and 
of which I am willing to apprize our modeſt 
and virtuous young Ladies, that they may be 
upon. their guard againſt all fuch vile Fellows, 
who mean to undo them. 


Ir is alſo true, that Ireland has produced 
ſome very fine Gentlemen, excellent Scholars 
and Philoſophers, great Divines, good Patriots, | 
with a long &. 


Nox is it the old native ib of whom 
complain; for if they had good Education, and 
were not entirely govern'd by their Prigſts, who 
they are fully perſuaded can never impoſe upon 
them, and who are generally very ſtupid and 
covetous, they would be found to be naturally 

an innocent People; compaſſionate, and hoſpi- 
table: and they make as good Soldiers as any, 
when they have ſerved abroad for ſome time. 
This King Lewis XIV found by Experience to 
be very true; but it is likewiſe very true that he 
was very ungrateful to them, and: uſed them 
very barbarouſly, after they had ſerved him very 
bravely and faithfully. But it is the Spawn of 

5 Oliver's 
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Oliver's Creatures who were tranſlated thither ; 
it is the Engliſh and Stotch- Triſh of whom 1 
complain, the lately grown up Gentlemen, to- 
gether with the lower Fry of that noble De- 
ſcent, 


Turs are the Vermin Fortune-Hunters 
who infeſt us, (for I begin with the loweſt Claſs) 
they come over with the view of being Footmen, 
for if they are tall and ſtrong, and not lazy, 
perhaps they may take to be Chairmen, as many 
do, and then they are ſufficiently employ'd to 
get their Bread with hard Labour enough, fo 
that they are not at leiſure to go a Fortune-hunt- 
ing. Their Trade is their own choice, elſe I 
am apt to believe, that if they were condemn'd 
to it as a Puniſhment they would cry out againſt 


it as a great Slavery. 


Bur the Caſe of the Viſb Footmen is very 
different from their Brethren the Chairmen; for 
when they get into Service, they are well fed, 
and well cloath'd; they live idle Lives, and are 
not half employ d. And thoſe whom they ſerve 
encourage them in Neatneſs and Dreſſing, from 
being meer dirty Slovens, until in a while, they 
impute all this to their own Merit; and become 
vain; and fancy Semen fine . 

3 


@ ſelves and have the vanity'to lie upon the catch 
for a Fortune; for by this time they have im- 
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And if they are well-ſhaped, as ſome of them 
are, they begin to think very highly of them- 


prov'd their natural Stock of Aſſurance to high 
Impudence. And by attending their Maſters 


and Ladies at their Vifits, they come to know 


the Names and Fortunes of all the Ladies of 
any Note in Town. 


Wo AT encourages thent to make attempts 


upon Ladies is, that their Brethren Foormen and 


Countrymen have a pretty large Fun, or Stock 


of Money in Bank for ſuch Occaſions, And 


when any of them has heard of a Fortune whom 


they want to deceive” into "Matrimony, they 
. preſently apply themſelves to the Treaſurers of 


their Bank, and are immediately put into fine 


| Clothes and dreſs'd Cap-a- pee; and then ſet up 
for fine Gentlemen of good Eſtates, and make 
their Addreſſes accordingly, having firſt pro- 

miſed a good Bribe to ſome of the French Ma- 


damoiſelles, or other Waiting-maids, who at- 
tend theſe innocent Ladies, if they | ſucceed, 


- And then having ſerved an Apprenticeſhip to 
| Dreffing, and giving themſelves Airs, they 9⁰ 
on with their Show, and in which, the more is 


_ the pity, they aner prevail; and when 


they 
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they do, they oſten ſquander the Fortunes which 
they have thus villanouſly got; and which is ſtill 
worſe, they uſe the unfortunate Ladies by whom 
they are enrich d moſt barbarouſly: ſome they 
beat, ſome they ſtarve, and they are often as 
unnatural to their own Children by them, as 
they are cruel to their Wives. 


Nox is this all, for if they hear of another 
Fortune, they ſend their miſerable Wives half 
naked into the Country, with very few Pence 
in their Pockets, at a great diſtance from Town, 
to ſtarve with their Children, and ſet up for 


Batchelors again, and for Gentlemen of good 


Eſtates, and make Addreſſes as ſuch; and ſome- 
times prevail not only to marry two, but ſeveral, 
all whom they make miſerable. 


HoweveR they are generally fa faithful in one 
thing, for they pay what they borrow'd from 
their Bank, and the agreed Premium for the 
Advance of it. Vet this is not from Principle, 
but from a panick Fear of their dear Lives; be- 
cauſe if they do not refund this Money, they 


muſt expect to die the Death, as ſtipulated ; 


and therefore when they are unwilling to repay 
it, they muſt make their Eſcape out of England 
to ſome foreign Country, and take a new tra- 

| . H 2 velling 
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velling Name; which is very common for them 
to do, upon ſeveral very bad Occaſions. 


Many Inſtances of ſuch Marriages may be 
be given; one happen'd very lately: An innocent 
young Lady, whoſe Parents were dead, and ſhe 
not above ſweet 15 Years of Age, came to Town 
for the firſt time of her Life, from the Coun- 
try, where ſhe had been bred from her Birth, 
under the Care of her virtuous Parents, wha 
left her a Fortune of 10,090 J. and at her own 
Diſpoſal. She took a Lodging; and being uſed 
at home to be innocently freę and merry with 
her Country Neighbours, ſhe thought ſhe 
might be juſt ſo in Town; and accordingly 
ſhe became acquainted with a French Grocer, 

who liv'd next Door to where ſhe lodged, and 
being very young, ſhe run often into his Shop; 
but he having got Intelligence of her Fortune 
and Situation, preſently form'd a Deſign of get- 
ting her to marry a Nephew of his, and drew 
up a ſhort Obligation for her to ſign, whereby 
ſhe obliged herſelf to marry no other Man but 
that ſame Nephew of the Grocer's, under the 
Penalty of one thouſand Pounds. This he aſk'd 
ber to ſign only as if it were merrily, and ſo ſhe 
took it and ſign'd it, and thought no more of 
it, But an Iriſh Footman who came to under: 


and 
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ſtand who ſhe was, and what her Fortune was, 
put himſelf into fine Clothes, and gave himſelf 
out in the Neighbourhood, by his Brethcen 
- Footmen, to be a Gentleman of a great Eſtate, 
made his Addreſſes privately to this young Lady, 
having ſent his Wife and two Children into the 
Country, a great way from Town; and then 
exerted his Impudence, and run away with the 
Lady and married her, Soon after ſhe proved 
with Child, and begun to be big; upon which, 
the Frenchman ſent his Nephew to aſk her, if 
the was married? which ſhe freely own'd ſhe 
was, and to whom: and then he demanded 
Payment of the 1000 /. which ſhe, not know- 
ing that the Obligation would not hold good in 
Law, was alarm'd at the Demand, and her 
Huſhand denying Payment with high Words, 
ſhe fell into Fits, miſcarried and died, and the 
Iriſh Footman enjoys her Fortune, This was 
the tragical End of this unhappy young Lady, 
by the Treachery of a French Hugonot, and an 
driſh Footman. 


THEREFORE, pray Ladies, look ere you 
leap, and make a ſtrict Inquiry after all the 
Men who pretend to make their Addreſſes to 
you; learn who they are, what is their Tem. 

per, what their Birth and Education, what - 
their 
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their Fortune and Character in the World, &c. 
before you admit them to liſt themſelves as 
your Suitors, or do them the honour of 
beſtowing your valuable ſelves and your For- 
tunes upon any of them. Take Warning 
from what has been, leſt you repent when it 
is too late: Let not your own Innocence, Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, make you too credulous, 
and betray you into a good opinion af thoſe, and 
far leſs to be in love with ſuch as do not deſerve 
it, and who would be highly honour'd with 
the Preferment of being your Foot-men. 


I THEREFORE propoſe that all ſuch Fel- 
lows who make any ſuch Attempt ſhall forfeit 
their Liberty, and be put to Hard-Labour and a 
low Diet for ſuch a time as our Rulers ſhall think 
fit; and if they have Wives and Children before 
they ſet up to be Gentlemen and make ſuch At- 
tempts, that what they earn, beſides their own 
Maintenance, may be given to their Wives and 
Children for their Support: But if they ſuc- 
ceed in their Attempt, that the Marriage be 
declared null and void, and that they be con- 
fined to Hard-Labour for the whole Courſe of 
their Lives. It is the Intereſt of all Families, 
all Parents, whether noble, gentle or rich, 
chat this great Abuſe be winbh cedrefſed? 

I It P 
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It is and ſhonld be the Concern of the 
whole Nation, and therefore I hope it will 
not be long before an effectual Remedy be ap- 
plied, by the Wiſdom of the Nation, to o redreſs 
this growing Evil. 


Tus Ladies, I have given you one fatal 
late Inſtance of the Impudence of an Iriſh For- 
tune-bunting Footman,which, if need be, can be 
very well atteſted by living Witneſſes of Credit. 


I 8HALL trouble you with one Inſtance 
more of an 1:/>-Marn who was not a Footman, 
he called himſelf a Gentleman and paſſed as 

ſuch, but he had the fame PFortune-catching 
Scheme in his Head that the Viſb Footmen 
| have, and perhaps was not many Removes 
higher by birth than ſome Footmen are; 1ri/þ 
he was, as appeared by the muſical Broge 
which he had in full Perfection. He found 
Ways and Means, common to fach Un- 
dertakers, to get himſelf introduced to a 
© Young Lady of three thouſand Pounds Fortune, 
he deceived her and marry'd her, and when he 
had received every Penny of her Fortune, ſoon 
after he told her that he had ſome Friends of 
his juſt come from the Country,” whom he 
3 himſelf obliged to entertain, for once, 


ve 
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very handfomely ; but, fays he, my Deir; it 
will give you too much trouble to have this 
Entertainment at home, and therefore I think 
we had beſt have it in a Tavern, though it 
may coſt ſome more Money, yet it will be 
eaſier for you. To this ſhe agreed, and he 
carry d her to a eertain Tavern where he be- 
ſpoke a handſome Entertainment for eight or 
nine People; and when this was adjuſted, 
he then ordered as many Bottles of Wine as 
he judged his Company would drink; then he 
put his Lady in a large Room to receive his 
Company, and then made an Errand down 
ſtairs, call'd for the Bill and paid it, and then 
walk d off of the Premiſſes. His Lady mean- 
time received all the Company, which were 
ſeven Ladies, and then began to wonder what 
could keep her Huſband ſo long below; then 
ſhe called for the Maſter of the Houſe to know 
if the Victuals were ready, he anſwered 
Madam it is ready, and you ſhall have it pre- 
ſently. But faid ſhe, where is Mr. my 
Huſband ? He anſwered, Madam your Huſ- 
band deſired that you would not wait for him, 
and he's gone out. Upon her calling Mr. 
her Huſband, one of the Ladies faid, What, 
your Huſband! are you come hither to affront 
me? he is my Huſband, faid ſhe ; and in ſhort 

. he 
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received all their Fortunes, amounting to be- 
tween ten and twelve thouſand Pounds amongſt 
them; he had appointed each of them ſingly 
to meet him at the Tavern at the ſame Hour, 
and then he eloped from them all into ſome 
other Country, nor has he been heard of ſince: 
When the eight Ladies had compared Notes, they 

found that they were all bitt by this one 1-:/þ- 
Man, who robb'd them of all their Fortunes and 
ruined them all. Therefore pray Ladies take 
care that, beſides all other Misfortunes at- 
tending a ſudden Choice, you may happen, 
inſtead of a whole Man, to get only the eighth 
Part of a Man at moſt. However, to give 
this notorious Rogue his Due, he left all his 
eight Wives at a plentiful Entertainment, 
when he reſolved to get rid of them all, that 
He might begin upon a new Score; which 
they, poor Ladies, were alſo obliged to do, 
but in a very different Manner from him, for 
they were obliged to go to ſervice for bread 


or ſtarve, while he was living in Luxury upon 


the Money of which he had cheated them. 
I now leave theſe Rapparees, theſe Iriſh 
Depredators, according to my Scheme, in 
ſafe Cuſtody, and obliged to work for their 


Maa ntenance and for the — of the Publick. 
| 1 To 
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To conclude, I. have now done the 1 
I can to be ſerviceable to the Publick, and to 
the Ladies in the great Affair of their diſpoſing 
of themſelves and their Fortunes, and to pre- 
vent their being impoſed upon, either by 1ri/þ 
Footmen or any other, who, in the Don 
Quixote Way pretend to be their Admirers, 
when their only Aim 1s to get their Fortunes 
and undo them, or what I do not care to 
mention, from which I hope their own Virtue 
zs a ſufficient Protection; and to ſhew that 
the great Deſign of theſe impudent Scoundrels 
is to enrich themſelves by undoing of them, 
it is certain that a Lady, though of high Birth, 
very virtuous, good Education, &c. is in no 
manner of Danger of being addreſs'd by 
any of theſe Villains: if ſhe has not Money 
enough to fatisfy their Covetouſneſs; and I 
never heard of a Lady being run away with, 
Jet her Merit and Accompliſhments be never 
fo great, unleſs ſhe has a F . or at leaſt 
an Expectation of one. 

Bor there are more Claſſes of great Hat, 
which come over . hither in Shoals yearly from 
the prolific Spawn of theſe old Oliverians, 
and true Covenanters in Ireland, ſuch are 
called 1r;/h Bullies, which are alſo a Grievance 
worthy the Conſideration gf our Rulers, that 


8 3 they 
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they may be made uſeful to the Publick. I 
am credibly informed that there are few 
common Bawdy-houſes'in Town, if any, which 
are not furniſhed with this ſort of Cattle as 
well as with common Proſtitutes. That they 


watch their Opportunity when Gentlemen are 
fuddled, and happen to go into ſuch Houſes, 


of which they have timely notice from ſome 
or other of the Siſterhood; then enters Mr. 
Bully and claims any one of them for his Wife, 
whom he finds engaged with a Gentleman, 
though only in Converſation, and with noify 
high Words ſwears he will not ſuffer his Wife 
to keep company with any Man but himſelf, 
and in a Moment the unhappy Gentleman is 
ſurrounded with the Affociates of this Fellow, 
who threaten his Life, and he is glad to com- 
pound with them for all the Money he has 
in his Pockets, which the Whores have not 
pickt out of them before. Thus they treat 
any ſingle Gentleman who has the Ill- luck to 
come under their Diſcipline. But if there 
happen to be two or three Gentlemen af Spirit 
in Company together, who they find will not 
be bully d, and who have not loft their Ballance 
by drinking, theſe Bullies are very ſoon de- 
feated and put to flight, and take to their 
heels to fave their Heads; for it is a known 
13 Maxim 
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Maxim, that a Bully can has 
true Courage, however high he bluſters, talks 
loud, ſwears, and folds; for in theſe they ex- 
cel, as if they had been bred at Billing gate. 


Or theſe, I hope, our young Gentlemen 
will be aware; for they alſo are in danger, when 
they firſt begin to write Man, or are lately 
come to Town, and have the Management of 
themſelves and their Eſtates without Parents, 


faithful Guardians, ſenſible Tutors, (not French) 
or controul, 


To this Claſs I ſhall add Viſb Sharpers, who 
are very numerous, and ſwarm in all publick 
Places where they can have acceſs. Of theſe 
alſo I pray our young Gentlemen to be aware, 
and to avoid them with Care. 


Ap now] propoſe, with Submiſſion to the 
better Judgment of our Rulers, that both theſe 
| Bullies and theſe Sharpers may be deprived of 
their Liberty by being confin'd to Work-houſes, 
and made to work at Hard-Labour for Life, or 
for a term of Years, according to their Emi- 


nency in their Profeſſion, and the M iſchief they 
blew done, | | 
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Tux laſt Claſs of theſe Iriſb Refugees, which 

I ſhall mention as an inſupportable Grievance, 
which nothing but the Legiſlature can effec- 
.tually ſuppreſs, is the Iriſh Evidences or Knights 
of the Poſt. There is nothing ſo wicked, or ſo 
great a Lye, that theſe Miſcreants will not ſwear 
to, if they are well paid for it. They will forge 
Bonds, as has been yery lately proved; they will 


ſwear that People who have been ſeveral Vears 


dead are ſtill alive, and find ways and means 
to receive Money; ſuch as Penſions for them, 
by forged Warrants, as if they were till alive. 
By this Artifice they have cheated the Govern- 
ment for ſeveral Years without Diſcovery, as 
has been proved very lately. They will ſwear 
away People's Eſtates, and which is ſtill worſe, 
their Lives, though innocent of what they ſwear 
againſt them, and with as little Remorſe as they 
cat and drink when they are hungry or a-dry. 
They have depriv'd many an honeſt Man and 
Woman of their Liberty, by getting them made 
Priſoners for Debts they never owed, and for 
Crimes they never did commit; where ſeveral 
die of the Goal-Diſtemper, where others are 
| ſtary'd, and where all of them are made uſeleſs 


to their own Families and the Publick : And 
as Matters now ſtand, without any ſuitable Re- 


paration made even to n who ſurvive, and yet 
Out 
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out of Priſon, after being long confin- d. In- 
deed if any of theſe can get Money and make 
Intereſt, 'they may perhaps get them put in the 
Pillory; but this cannot relieve them or their 
Families out of the Diſtreſs which theſe per- 
jur d Villains have brought upon them. And 
there is no Proſpect of any amends for the Lives 
'of thoſe who are put to death upon their Oaths 
undeſervedly: Hanging is too eaſy a Death for 
them, 


THEREFORE I do propoſe that theſe Hack- 
ney Triſh Evidences, who have ſwore away any 
one's Life, ſhall be broken upon the Wheel ; 
or they richly deſerve it: but that thoſe Knights 
of the Poſt who are not guilty of Murther, ſhall 
loſe their Liberty, and be bound down to Hard- 
Labour for the whole Courſe of their Lives; 
and that when their own Maintenance is de- 
duc'd, what they earn by their Labour ſhall be 
diſtributed amongſt thoſe they have injur d, ac- 

cordin g to their Neceſſities. 


Tnty are now fo openly wicked and no- 
torious, that an {r;/h Evidence is become pro- 
verbial; and that our very Judges and Courts 
are ill thought of by many, and ſuffer in their 

Reputation for admitting them to ſwear before 
8 | them, 
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them, in any Matter of Importance, either 
for Life, Liberty, or Property. And therefore 
I humbly think that it imports even our Judges 
to endeavour to free the Nation from this Grie- 
vance, for the ſake of their own Characters, 
Honour, and Juſtice, and for the Good of the 
Publick ; for they are a peſtilent Set of Wretches, 


who are abandon'd to all manner of Vice my 
Wickednef. | 


Ir any of the 1:/þ take it into their wiſe 
Noddles to be offended at what I have ſaid of 
their Countrymen, and fancy themſelves pointed 
at thereby, they may if they will, and if they 
are guilty, they are; but if not, let them diſ- 
prove what I have faid, and then I ſhall pub- 
lickly aſk their pardon, which I am convinced 
I ſhall never have need to do. And I would 
have them remember that I have not mention d 
any Man's Name in particular. And if their 
own Conſciences, if any they have which are 
not ſear'd, do accuſe them, this is a more ſolid 
Proof of their being Guilty than if they ſwore 
through a Deal-board that they are innocent. 
And I deſire them to remember alſo what A/op 
of Epſom ſays, that it is the Application makes 
the Aſs. 
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has} ERE are ſeveral other Grievances which 
it were eaſy to mention, and which need Re- 
dreſs from the Legiſlature: ſuch as for inſtance 
relate to our Fiſheries, to Monapolies, to the 
Infolence of the Mob upon ſeveral Occafions, 
 when' ſpirited up by deſigning Knaves, to Elec- 
tions, to ſeveral forts of higher and lowers 
 Oppreſſions, &c. but I avoid being tedious. And 
I doubt not but that the ſame Publick Spirit 
which may, and I hope will, redreſs theſe a- 
bove-mention'd Grievances, will alfo give ſuit- 
able Encouragement to have all the Grievances 
of the Nation fairly repreſented to our Rulers; 
that they may alſo be redreſs'd in due time, as 
beſt ſuits the Honour, Juſtice, and Intereſt of 
the Nation; which ought to be the Point de 
View of every honeſt Man, and Lover of his 
Country, without any Regard had to any Fac- 
tion or Party, or indeed to Self-Intereſt, any 
farther than that is included in the Good of the 
whole Community. We often talk and write 
much of the old Romans and the Greek Com- 
monwealths, and of their Love to theit Coun- 
try; and I can ſee no good Reaſon to hinder us, 
who live under a Monarchy, to be as great Lo- 
vers of our Country, and to do as much effec- 
tual Service to it as either of them ever did to 
theirs. Sure I am, it is our own Fault, and 
not. 


\ 


. 
not chat af our Conſtitution, if we are not as 
eminent for true Patriotiſm as they were, with. 
out depreſſing our Monarchy in its juſt legal 
. Prerogatives, or giving up the true valuable and 
uſeful Liberty of the Subject, and without run- 
ning into Licentiouſneſs, or Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion, And ſo I leave it to the Conſideration 


of all Superiors and Inferiors, with full Hopes 
of Amendment. 
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